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Bad Roads Well Built 2026
- Test Tracks for the Automotive Industry

- Design, Construction, Maintenance and Operation

Organizer: Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jia Liu, Dr.-Ing. Gerhard Faust and team

The workshop “Bad Roads Well Built 2026” was
organized for the fourteenth time by the Institute of
Transportation Infrastructure Engineering at the

Technische Universität (TU) Darmstadt/Germany on
March 13th 2026.
More than 130 experts out of 22 countries met in

Darmstadt. Seven presentations given by well known
experts from the industry and Universities gave an

overview about newest developments of test track
design, construction, and maintenance.
Main topic in 2026: “Where the rubberhits the Road
- Pavement Surface Engineering -”
The experts, engineers, users and operators of

Proving Grounds and test tracks shared their
experience in intense discussions.

A visit of the Daimler Truck test center Wörth took
place a day prior. The visit included guided tours
through the Test Center and demonstration of filling a

hydrogen powered truck.
A dinner in the evening closed the first day.

Presenters and Orga Team (from the left):

first row: Maria Maas, Dr. Jia Liu, Xiaohui Su
second row: Bernd Pfau, Tom Scholz, Lumir Chmelar, Markus Winter, 

Prof. Dr. Joachim Taiber, Dr. Gerhard Faust
third row: Mario Peiker, Christian Kraske, Holger Jahrow, 

Dr. Robert Rasmussen, Prof. Dr. Mark Massen

Daimler Truck TC Visit, March 12 th and 
Workshop Impressions March 13th

Ope ni ng

Time (CET) Topic Speaker

09:00 am - 09:05 am Welcome and Opening Prof. Dr. Jia Liu

(Head of Institute of Transportation 
and Infrastructure Engineering)

09:05 am - 09:20 am Welcome Address Prof. Dr. Thomas Walther  

Vice President Innovation and 

International Affairs (TU Darmstadt)

09:20 am - 09:45 am Where Science hits the Road

Research activities and 

challenges in the 

construction and maintenance 

of sustainable roads

Prof. Dr. Jia Liu

(Head of Institute of Transportation 
and Infrastructure Engineering)

Skid Resistance

09:45 am - 10:15 am Skid Resistance 

Theory and application of grip 

in track pavement surface 

engineering

Dr. Robert Rasmussen 

(Transtec Group, USA) 

10:15 am - 10:45 am Basalt Tiles for Automotive 

Testing

Low friction breaking tests

Bc. Lumir Chmelar

(Eutit s.r.o., Czechia )

10:45 am - 11:15 am Coffee Break

11:15 am - 11:45 am Tire Emission Testing 

Noise, tire wear and air 

emission

Prof. Dr. Joachim Taiber (Imperial 

College London, UK and Director 
Intern. Alliance for Mobility Testing & 

Standardization)

Prof. Dr. Marc Masen (Tribology 

Expert at Imperial College London,UK)

11:45 am - 12:15 am Grip Performance 

New developed testbench

Markus Winter (Kokusai Europe 

GmbH, Director Marketing & Sales, 

Germany)

12:15 am - 1:45 pm Lunch Break

New Proving Ground and next Excursion

1:45 pm - 2:45 pm New Proving Ground 

The new BMW PG Sokolov, 

Czech Republic

Dipl.-Ing. Holger Jahrow

(BMW AG, Munich, Germany)

Dipl.-Wirt.-Ing Tom Scholz 
(WPW, Leipzig, Germany)

2:45 pm - 3:15 pm Stellantis Proving Grounds 

Worldwide

Special information about the 

PSA PG in Belchamp and 

preparation of site visit 2027

Dipl.-Wirt.-Ing. Christian Kraske 

(Stellantis, Global Head Stellantis
Proving Grounds, Germany)

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm Final Discussion and Closure Prof. Dr. Jia Liu
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